Chess in the

Antel ope Va (le Y.

Vol VI No 10 Editor: Daa (day) Mahowald daa@mahowald.org http://chess4.us 1 Octolzer, 2015

v $200 Gift Card!

We want your input!
Simply email daa@mahowald.org with 2-3 sentences on your opinion of this newsletter.
That will automatically enter you into a drawing for a $200 Gift Card good towards any
combination of non-City of Lancaster chess clubs, camps, classes®, workshops, activities,

or events provided by the AV Chess House or its non-profit Say Yes fo Chess.
Entries must be received on-or-before August 20, 2015.
The winner will be announced at 5:30pm, August 21 at the AV Chess House.
Need not be present to win.
If less than 20 people enter this contest, the drawing will be canceled and no one will win the gift card.

* This gift card can also be used towards private chess lessons from Ms. Daa ($200 = ten 45-minute lessons

Contest deadline extended through October 1 since only 3 have entered so far!
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A Two-STEP K-8 CHESS EVENT! lCHESS |ancaster¢ ca Bﬁ o
o o . - HOUSE ij pc)/tﬁwh clear.
Participate in one or both! —

Day 1 9am - 2pm, Saturday, October 10, 2015 National Chess Day! Mini-Game® Tournament!

NATgWL® W [ earn or review how each of the 6 chess pieces move, one piece at a time. With each piece, you will be
%{: : ; : introduced to a Chess Mini-Game® which uses that piece so that you can have immediate, hands-on fun
. M K and compete for trophies while playing that Chess Mini-Game®!

Day 2 9am - 2pm, Saturday, October 24, 2015 MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY Chess Spectacular Tournament!

Learn or review check, checkmate & draw. Then compete for Grade Level trophies by playing full
A1¢ | games of chess!

WHO K-8 (parents/guardians welcome to observe or volunteer)

WHAT Day 1: Chess Mini-Game® Tournament Day 2: Chess Spectacular!
WHERE Stanley Kleiner Activity Center @ Lancaster City Park (43011 10™ St West)
COST/DAY $13/child if pre-registered; $20/child at the door Parents participate for free!

REGISTER Lancaster City Hall, 44933 Fern Ave or 723-6077 or www.cityoflancasterca.org (FALL 2015)

© Chess Mini-Games are the copyright property of Ms. Daa and may not be reproduced in any form without express permission from Ms. Daa

MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY!

!'_‘r-.

f-.' )

Y High School wz;
- ; & :
= Chess Tournament f-
. Saturday, October 24 '
9am — 3pm
lF Stanley Kleiner Activity Center !
—_— 43011 10™ St West, Lancaster

Cornpete in an un-rated NON-ELIMINATION High School Chess Tournarnent.

8:30am: Check-in & help set up chess sets

9:00am: _1st Round Pairings posted TROPHIES
9:15am: st Round Begins 1%, 2 and 3" Place Individual
10:55am: Snack Time - bring your own 1%t and 2™ Place Team
12 pm: Lunch Time — bring your own Good Sportspeopleship
1:45pm: Awards Ceremony
Cost: $13 ($20 Lancaster non-resident) For more information email daa@mahowald.org

Pre-Register: City of Lancaster, 44933 Fern Avenue, Lancaster, CA 93534 or (661) 723-6077

é\I{IESS STicastar i ts y P
A HOUSE iy pofitively clear. L jx /he(’()
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WHO

WHAT
WHERE
WHEN
WHY
HOW

Open to any homeschool learner in the Antelope Valley
Your Chess Coach: Ms. Daa (pronounced day), has been teaching chess for almost 30

years and she’s frequently ranked one of the top 100 Women Quick
Chess players in the nation.

Chess Club for all skill levels, from Beginner through Advanced!
AV Chess House
2 — 3:30 p.m., Fridays, 10/2, 10/ 9, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11

Only $42/learner for 10, 90-minute sessions!
OR
AV Chess House is a homeschool vendor with iLEAD and Excel Academy

REGISTRATION FORM Available at http://chess4.us/?page_id=79

Math Development
Science Achievement
English Skills
Communication Abilities
Creativitw
Concentration
Logical Reasoning
Critical Thinlong
Memory
Problem Solving
Intellectual Maturity
Self Esteeam
Analvzing Actions
& Consequences
Planning Ahead
Complex Decision Making
Pattermm Fecognition

Sportspeopleship
Drealing With
Undesirable Situations
Leaming from Mistakes
Fesponsibilitv for Actions
Discipline
MMeasurable Individnal
Accomplishments
Team Spirit
Commitment

A cademic Competition for All

Belonging to a Good
and Diverse Crowd
Cultural Enrichment
Social Skills
Empathetic Awareness
Improved Attendance

The club is a fun, hands-on way to gain academic skills listed in the Bengfits gf Chess box below
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AV Chess House wins AV Fair Parade trophy!

The AV Chess House participated in its first parade, the 2015 Antelope Valley
Fair Parade on August 22, and won a Ist Place trophy! The Lancaster Chamber of
Commerce sponsored and judged the event.

" Seniors &

¥ Tailored
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Above, the 1st Place
trophy won by the ATV
Chess House at the 2015
AV Fair Parade.

At right, Ms. Daa
drives the AV Chess

House parade entry,
highlighting the new decals
on the van windows and the
HUGE chess set inside the
van.

AV Fair Parade Winners

SWEEPSTAKES: AV Little Miss Community Queens
THEME: Teen Miss AV

PRESIDENT: Junior Miss AV

JUDGES: AV Queens

AUTOMOBILE, SINGLE: 1st, AV Chess House, 2nd, RC Affordable Limousine.
AUTOMOBILE, GROUP: 1st, Rusty Relics Branch 30; 2nd, AV Mercedes.

AUTOMOBILE, CLUB: 1st, Antelope Valley Mopar; 2nd, AV Region Car Club "High Desert Classic."
CHEERLEADERS/DANCE GROUP: 1st, International Dance Fitness Academy; 2nd, Highland High School Cheer.
MARCHING DRILL TEAM: 1st, Evo Tae Kwon Do.

COMMUNITY QUEENS: Ist, Young Miss AV 2014-2015; 2nd, Tiny Miss Tehachapi Alexis Tyner.

FLOAT UNDER 30’: 1st, Rosamond Princesses; 2nd, University of Antelope Valley.

FLOAT OVER 30’: 1st, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Troth, Realtors; 2nd, Desert Christian Schools.
EQUESTRIAN: 1st, Los Charros Del Antelope Valley; 2nd, Leona Valley Gymkhana Queens.

MISC: 1st, High Desert obedience Club; 2nd, After Hours Lock and Key.
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AV CHESS OPPORTUNITIES
FORrR ALL AGES

USCF-rated Monthly 4 RD SWISS Tournament 10am — 3pm, 2™ Sunday-of-every-month USCF-rated, LOC AV Chess House PZ 1st
Place 50% of combined entry fee, 2nd Place 25% FEE $10 if pd at least 10 days prior; $15 if email registered 3 days prior, $20 if
email registered at least 1 hour prior. RDs 10:10; 11:20; 12:30; 2:00 USCF req. CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

AV Checkmate Sunday Tournaments 2pm — 7pm 1* & 3rd Sundays PZ TBA REG at door RDs TBA. USCF req. CONTACT:
knightblitz@verizon.net 661-917-7628

Unrated Monthly 3 RD Chess Tournament 10am — 2pm, 1*-Saturday-of-every-month. LOC AV Chess House FEE $7.PZ 1st Place
$15, 2nd Place $10. RDs 10:15, 11:30, 12:45. CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

Improve Your Chess Play with Private Lessons Individual and small-group private chess lessons for Beginners, Beyond Beginners, and
Intermediates of all ages. LOC AV Chess House. CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

Bring Chess to Your Client Base Whether you work with seniors, preschoolers, families, special-needs populations, etc.

The AV Chess House can provide a chess program tailored to your needs. CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

Get Your “Chess Match” USCF-rated Only $1/person/game. CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

FOR KIDS

Kids Chess Club —Summer 2015 Any AV K-8. Still Accepting Registrations

National Chess Day Mini-Game Tournament (K-8) October 10"...Details on pg 2!

Make A Difference Day Chess Spectacular (K-8) October 24™...Details on pg 2!

High School Chess Tournament October 24", .. Details on pg 2!

Kids Chess Club —Fall 2015 Any AV K-8. Fridays, Oct 2-Dec 18. To preregister email daa@mahowald.org

Homeschool Chess Club Any AV Homeschooler. Fridays, Oct 2-Dec 11. Details on pg 3!

Winter Break 2015 SAT Prep Camp Those who are in Grades 10-12. 1:30-5:30pm, Dec 21-23 & 28-29, daa@mahowald.org

Girl Power Chess Camp Chess learning experience for K-8 girls, all skill levels Details coming soon!

Have a Chess Match with Another School Several Scholastic Chess Clubs in the Antelope Valley are eager to hold a Chess Match
with other Scholastic Chess Clubs in the AV. If your school is looking for a Chess Match, CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

Boy Scout Chess Merit Badge To earn a Boy Scout Chess Merit Badge or Cub Scout belt with Ms. Daa, CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org

Start a Chess Club at Your Child’s School Students who participate in a once-a-week Chess Club reap numerous benefits, especially
improvement in math and reading skills. See pg 10 & 20

FOR ADULTS

Check Chess Club for ages 15 and up 5pm - 8:30pm Every Friday except holidays, $1 per Friday to Play. LOC AV Chess House
CONTACT: daa@mahowald.org 661-466-6907
No Stress Basic Chess for Seniors I Wednesdays, 2:30-3:15pm Oct 7-Nov 11. To register; daa@mahowald.org

Chess Hangout’s — 9am-1pm, Saturday, December 12 and/or 19, 2015
Annual AV Chess House Holiday Party — 1pm-6pm on Wednesday, December 30, 2015
All-day Chess Event @ Palmdale Library - 11am-4pm on Saturday, January 23, 2016

Wondering what to do with the kids while Holiday Shopping?
Watch for info in the next newsletter about
4-hour Chess HangOuts which solve that dilemma.
9am-1pm Saturday, December 12 and/or 19.
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27 of 43
I_essons from

Total Chess

by John Herron

From the book, “TOTAL CHESS:
Learn, Teach and Play the Easy
1-2-3 Way,” by John Herron,
copyright 2011, reprinted with
permission from the publisher.

King & Pawn vs. King (Intermediate Lesson)

This endgame might seem simple, but it is not. There is
a lot of strategy. If you have the pawn and you can promote it to
a queen, then you will win. If the opponent has the pawn and
you can stop it from promoting to a queen, then you will draw.
Often, the deciding factor here is who has the opposition.

The opposition occurs when the two kings are aligned one row
apart. Whoever has the move must step aside with their king,
allowing the other player’s king to advance. It is like a standoff.
It is better not to move first, so that your king can hold its ground
and the other player’s king must move and give ground. When
the opponent has the move, then you have the opposition.
When you have the move, then the opponent has the
opposition.

Now you are ready to learn the three strategies for this
endgame.

1) Lead with your king: Keep your king in front of your pawn.
If your king moves next to or behind your pawn, and the

opponent’s king can move in front of your pawn, then it is only a
draw.

2) Keep the opposition: When the kings are aligned one row
apart, it must be the opponent’s turn to move. If it is your turn to
move, you may be able to take the opposition by moving your
pawn. Once you have the opposition, you must keep it to win.

3) Take the key square: The key square is the sixth row in
front of your pawn. If you get your king to the key square,
regardless of whose turn it is to move or who has the opposition,
you can win.

The game may change back and forth between a win and a
draw in one move. If you know the three strategies and the
opponent does not, you can usually win with the pawn and draw
without the pawn. There is one more important thing to
remember. You can only win with a non-rook pawn (b-pawn to
g-pawn). If you have a rook pawn (a-pawn or h-pawn) and the
opponent can get his king into the corner or near the corner,

AV AL

CHESS
l & HOUSE

-0 Kids Cihess Gl

Iancaster

iy pofitive /7 cfear’

then it is onIy adraw.
Yoo

Ca ld’a Ched?

WHO: Open to dll students grades K-8. Parents are welcome to observe and volunteer!
WHAT: A fun and intellectually challenging club and team.
WHEN: Fridays, 4:00 — 5:30pm
10/2, 10/ 9, 10/16, 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18
WHERE: AV Chess House, 3710 Neola Way, Lancaster
WHY: - To learn chess and/or to improve your chess skills
- To compete for trophies and other awards REGISTER: I;jg‘;?;e;figyv gfi S
- To challenge your mind, as well as your friends (661) 7236077
- To make new friends/hand out with old ones www.cityoflancasterca.org
- To have FUN!
FEE: $63 ($70 non-Lancaster residents)

Plus, each Chess Club Member’s adult must volunteer at least once
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CuESS FUNNIES Chess Tactics Workbook

(4th edition)

by Al Woolum

© Cartoonbank.com

Exparsded £ Edition

The Chess
Tactics
Workbook i-:"e” 3

by Al Woolum

Retail Price $15
. 78 7 Bulk Price $13
5 A

i E/ Q_Q = ’”, . Sale Price at the AV Chess House _$10
)

......

Contact daa@mahowald.org for more information.

;;;;;;

3 / /1@ %ﬁ “like” us on
1s5s i

,ﬁf 52 acebook

https://www.facebook.com/daa.mahowald
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E @:Qi %ﬁ ADVERTISE in the
f

bh ¢ d e o Chess in the Antelope Valley e-newsletter!

$10 for a one issue 8" x 3" ad
$18 for a two issue 8" x 3" ad
$24 for a three issue 8" x 3" ad
$20 for a one issue full-page ad
$15 for a one issue half-page ad

(Non-profits
pay half price
for any ad)

Because this monthly e-newsletter has over
3000 subscribers, it’s a great outlet to
advertise your products or services,
whether or not they’re chess related!
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

B PR SSere e -
e Al - . . AL

Your Tickets Online: $50.00
B o D APORIDCECIRCL EBENEFIT COM

ACTON AGUA DULCE NEWS & eNEWS

Since 1983 - aadnews.com
Most Local News

A”,?’wkere
LAKE LA NEWS & eNEWS (S“bsg_’;ge online -
Since 1986 - lakelanews.com XY

ROSAMOND NEWS & eNEWS

Since 1985 - rosamondnews.com We File &
Publish DB A’s

(661) 269-1169 * 256-0149 » 264-0578 legaldesk.net

Your Ad Here!

(contact daa@mahowald.org for ad rates)
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Chess @ the
Fandom Verse Expo

The FandomVerse Expo was a three day,
September 4-6, multi-fandom convention held
at the PEC (Pioneer Event Center, 45000 Valley
Central Way in Lancaster).

The AV Chess House provided a free
chess activity where many in costume (or not)
enjoyed a few games.

NO STRESS BASIC CHESS FOR SENIORS 1

Through fun and easy Chess Mini Game®, learn basic chess
concepts. Prior knowledge of the game of chess is not needed.
This course 1s designed as a no-stress, slow-paced, pleasant
experience. Expect lots of fun!

Wednesdays: 2:30pm-3:15pm
10/7, 10/14, 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 11/11

ﬁ'fﬂ Location: AV Chess House
W Fee: $53 for six 45-min classes
To register: daa@mahowald.org




Chess in the Ante[gve Va[fey

Vol VI No 10 Page 10 of 16 1 October, 2015

AV Chess House @ Heritage Festival & Celebrate America

i {#_.I""i?'ﬁ

Right and below: the AV Chess o
House and its non-profit, Say Yes & K
to Chess, provided free chess o=
activities at the 2015 Annual

Heritage Festival at Potcitlan

Square in Palmdale 10am — 3pm,
Saturda
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Below: the AV Chess House and its non-profit, Say Yes to Chess, provided
free chess activities at the 2015 Celebrate America on the BLVD in Lancaster
Spm — 8pm, Saturday, September 12.
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CEFide 19 2017790

Antelope Valley’s NM Ruben Ondangan’s
Chess Corner

Federaton Uza Bl

FIDEED 2070

Highest Ebo. 2900 (huly 1072} =
Hom &AL g i

* RANKING Wik F24300 A 5700, LA s6TY

AV Labor Day Open

Pair | Player Name | Total | Round | Round | Round | Round |
Num | USCF ID / Rtg (Pre->Post) | Bts | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 |
1 | RUBEN OCHNDANGAN 4.0 |W 2IW 4|W 3IW g1

CR | 12724878 /7 R: 2230 -»2238 | | | | | |

| Q: 2128 -»2136 I I | I I I

2 | CHRIS STYCHINSEY 13.0 |L 1IW 9|W 5|W 4]

Ch | 12593453 / E: 1854 -»1897 | | | | | |

| Q: less ->1770 | | | | | |

3 | MARLON CIFUENTES 13.0 IW TIW a|L 1w 91

C& | 15269180 / E: 18548 -»18865 | | | | | |

| Q: 1740 ->1753 | | | | | |

4 | ERIC TIANXIONG CHEN 12. |
Ch | 14508811 / E: 1320 -»1309 | | | | | |
| Q: 1800 -»x1730 | |

5 | ARTHUR THOMAS WILLIZMS 1.5 |IL alwW TIL 2|80 |

CR | 14194341 / R: 1944 -»x1307 | | | | | |

: | Q: 1885 -»1843 | | | | | |
& | JERRY STONE II 1.5 IW SIT 3L 418 |
Round 3 of the 4 round AV Labor Day Open held at the B e e L
Masonic Lodge, 44702 Cedar Avenue in Lancaster. Chris | [~ orooomom-—moomo-mommmoooooo oo
. . 7 | WILLIAM URBANC BRITO 1.5 |IL 3L SIW 9180 |
Stychinsky of Pasadena squeezed out a win from dangerous CA | 14550232 / R: 1420 =—>1a41 | | 1 | 1 |
eqqe . | Q: 1303 -»1333 | | | | | |

Expert Arthur Williams, Eric Chen stops Jerry Stone's | | 2 = T
s s : : : 8 | EEVIN CHEN 1.0 |0 1H 1H 1L 11
winning strftak and D.r. Chitta Thiagarajah succu.mbfad to Dr. G| 14798307/ Rs 1386 —>135 L1 1 1
William Brito's ferocious attack. Top board not in picture e L
was Ondangan vs. Cifuentes which finished early. Also 9 | IR CHITTA THIAGARAJTAH lo.0 1L 411 21T 7L 3
. Ch | 12477426 /7 R: 1530P& -»1507Fl0 | | | | | |

shown is observer Keven Chen. | Q: 1590B6 —>1462p10 | | 1 | | |

WAdUD AW
11111111

Private Chess Lessons

Instructor Sklll Levels Taught Fee (for one-on-one lessons)

Ms. Daa Beginners, Beyond Beginners, Intermediates $200 for 10 45-minute lessons
NM Matt Mahowald  Intermediates, Beyond Intermediates, Advanced $50 for each 60-minute lesson
NM Ruben Ondangan Intermediates, Beyond Intermediates, Advanced $65 for each 90-minute lesson

Ms. Daa daa@mahowald.org NM Matt Mahowald matt@mahowald.org NM Ruben Ondangan knightblitz @verizon.net
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Chess at the North Rim of the Grand Canyon

) “_

This is another in the occasional You too can have your photo in the
series of chess in interesting locations.  monthly newsletter, Chess in the Antelope Valley.
Here, USCF National Chess Master 1. The photo must include at least one Antelope
Matt Mahowald has a chess game Valleyan playing chess
with his offspring, Morgan, on the 2. Or the photo must be a chess-related photo
North Rim of the Grand Canyon taken in the Antelope Valley

3. Submission deadline: the 10" of any month

‘*’ﬁmm




Chess in the Ante[qpe Vall fey

Vol VI No 10

Page 13 of 16

Carissa Yip sets the record for youndest female master.

fu CARISSA YIP

AFTEH WINNING 7-0 T THE WACHUSETT CHESS CLUD
chupmpiorubip and rescing o oew high of 2188 on June 3004,
1w thmiong the mastes's title should be achinvbic dunng the
muttmmer, somn e before | farned 11, When | piny well, T am
alile o beal very strome manters without amy dfoaiies. | o
recall Yomrpos advice on the cormeet psyoimiegnnl attibude—if
we hove nn edvnniago, we must mise our level of concentration
This ppplies fo gy path o becorming o muwter ol

Hawyiver, | overesiimesped moy cliess abilidy amd undoroalimated
(7Y 1 einte. Wher 1 plaed o Tovesr oobed oppanend, | (houghs
| bt thern easily, Whos | lost, | thought | waa [t die
fo pome careless mastalcs. | ddn't pay 1o much stieition o
tlidas - ianies. Dol (o reality, ey concendmtion sus Jo sluin
Fiaeling 4 b -rated] oppssmenl. Delbiln'l e (he cosvecd mltiiuede
whik plaping those gumne

M ratimg clroappmd dhouen o obnnout
200, There vyt bl @ Lot o tocsrme
mEs wIiEh puany strong EEfers
near. home. It woldd toke many
mantha to gt back up lo the pew
Fikghif My eonficderce pac pos med 1
winn aFabd of bouing my meting point

A The enloof 2004, my raling was
Just ILI9 T was very frustranmd
Peaple Mepit e lling -my dmd, Perey
Wig, Thuisd T okiima ricel i joiacnd s | wrins
earber i miy chiess caroer.

“Wien will nhe becomea masdee™

Wil ke e able o break the
Frerd

"Glele will never be as pood o
YerR,

My i wav wemy ntressedd wihen oimp W0 chess Tonrmamenits
with me Sometimen, he imed statistis 1o peove thnt. they were
wnne. Soneetimen, be protendad that he thdnt carel

Wi were Deing attacked, and & new defenoe plan, a counler-
attagk, was noressary. The new plon wos w prove thet they
weTe wrnng by becoming & master as soon ai possible,

Pkl i vaery ppoo] i shato mnahvain. Hein o rfuath grndun. Hio snidaod
ney gnetven i pealts, e fund ot py weelkress Bt 1 ain siot
it 10 dscors the searet i W oo oast with 6 new plan o each
manier by the end of March, We started playing “goest the moe®
over (e Inlerret, He shemed b pesdiion (a0 Bis congpeier awl the
Eann uppuumdm miing. | Fusd o ansdyes and fnd e cormed mowe
He usirch o ok of fun wothiods I oo stiadies. | tecorded oy wlden

Thank you, Caissa. | know it
was you making this record
snow so that | could show
the world that girls are as
dood as boys in chessl

armbvang gracdmssier games. 10wl o studyving with del, oy
bt oot b= mleo priy dowesst- roveed ool

I wtarted i ot of tournaments, esproially of the
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We povised the plan to start plevieg ob e Boyinton Chess
Cluily gon Thoursdoy miglves mnd e Billerion Chess Ol on Fridey
rlgiiis, The 20 rating poinis should be regained within o mangh
soperding o the new plim.

Tav reuilen the statiatpon work, [ el to play o bt ol gemes. | waented
b paliy i the U S Amateur Team Eosl toamnusment in New Jersey.
| plissred Ehierre v vehirs e mevd 00 woen. Buan. Sy clmel wati baasy a8
w0 v diedn® o Cher last yene, bt nonde o sesee thee
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miatriies! We sisie Eing,

Wilh ssesibngy noo-stop saow
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srhisls wis caheeiied for mich of
Frobruay, Tl s b of ke 1o play
I’ tourmiments. | could thonriooe
play Thitrsddy amdd Fridoy mighis
withonr adiecting my sclwol scthvithes,

Theerl v, Cobiinin. | kenewse wwinn
S Eiia kg this recerd stici s Tl
I ool whow the workd that girls
atw ww ood dn bovs b chesk!

Afrer three Joegy ciyn ol pliying
10 hotsrs emeh diy E{hr Ammateir
Team' Eant) | returned home ox-
hitirsted on Febraary 17, N wws o oo andd Ao tourmanmesil. |
Ieiroesd some mgc bk from n magician in te fovrmammene
and enrnmd flve winn and a drow and guined apother 19 pointa.

| i ey Candao {1855 in the first mund af the Billerica
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This article, reprinted with permission from the national
magazine, Chess Life, is continued on page 14.
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Clarissa Yip (continued on page 15)
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33 fherl ReA2?
i

*.
a 1
t &
t R L
) i

Hiumder alnrt!
3. Mefe Nzl

P e wean o Teme Levnatae.
35, Qc3 NeeT H._lﬂ

N W ?i
X Gz oAl
e & tﬂiﬁt

: "
% &

The e 0. O Wil com-
pletely wmming. 1 thoughd so
Lo charing my extresiely quiiel
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thikes the piwn on n7. (39, .
Q8 A0 Qa7 Q2 41, Kg2),
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Enel S WwtfS 11 Mocc biac6 12
Mo’ £u0% 11 OuS Q7 14, Ocs
Qb7 15 Bod BF5 16 QbS5 Qc? 17.
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(continued from page 14)
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risk, your dream will
never come true.

A8 - RicH 1% Bc3 Bac 3

A riew Tioee an L9E. . Bec X =}
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In Conversation with International Master Jack Peters!

International Master Jack Peters is currently one of the top 200 players in the USA. Peters wrote the renowned LA Times
chess column for nearly 30 years, and he is currently a professor at the University of Southern California as well as an
adviser to its chess team. We spoke with Mr. Peters about his history with chess, how he’s been able to promote the sport,
and much more:

Could you tell me about how and when you began playing chess?
I learned how to play chess when I was eight years old. I really became hooked in high school when I saw a book about
chess. I just kept playing after that!

Can you tell me about what you do with chess other than playing in tournaments? Along these lines, it would be
great if you could also talk a little about the chess column you used to write for the LA Times.

I wrote the chess column until the end of 2010. I used to write it once a week for the paper on Sunday. I’d write about a
couple of games, news about upcoming tournaments, and items of that nature—it was really an ordinary chess column in
many ways. Ultimately, though, it was a lot of fun to do; I did it for 28 years! Other than that, I have written pretty
regularly for other publications such as Chess Life and Rank & File, and co-authored a couple of books. However, I think
that my biggest contributions have been as a chess teacher. I’ve been teaching privately since 1976, and I currently teach
at two elementary schools and the University of Southern California. The courses I teach at USC are called "Chess and
Critical Thinking" and "Chess — Advanced Thinking Techniques," and I’ ve been teaching here since 2002. Through these
courses, I hope to show students that they can be successful playing with any style, really.

What do you have to say about the benefits of chess in education and in life?
Well, I’ve met a lot of interesting people through chess! Also, I’ve been told by quite a few students that chess has helped
them with their thought processes in other subjects and in thinking rationally.

Why is chess meaningful to you?

I like the competition. I’'m also
immensely fascinated by the game itself
and by how one can win with only,
initially, a tiny advantage. Other than
that, I couldn’t really explain why I’ve
stuck with chess!

What is your favorite opening?
The Ruy Lopez!

Which chess players inspire you?
Any of the world champions.

Who is the strongest opponent you've
ever played against?

Mikhail Tal. I've also played against
Tigran Petrosian, Bent Larsen, and
Viktor Korchnoi.

In your free time, what do you like

doing besides playing chess? This interview is reprinted with permission from Jack Peters.
I’'m really hooked on chess! Other than http://www.chess.com/blog/InvestInChess/in-conversation-with-
chess, though, I like sports and cooking. international-master-jack-peters




